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EBCU Background

The European Beer Consumers’ Union (EBCU) is a non-political, non-religious organisation formed to co-ordinate the European activities of the under-noted European national Beer consumer organisations. EBCU is totally independent, as are its constituent parts, of any outside control by brewery or other vested interests.

EBCU is a federation of national European beer consumer groups.

It is a non-religious, non-party political organisation and is independent of any outside control or other vested interests, as are its constituent members

The EBCU was founded on the 26th May 1990 by CAMRA, OBP and PINT

EBCU’s Aims

· Preservation of European Beer Culture

· Promotion of Traditional Beers

· Support of Traditional Breweries

· Representation of Beer Drinkers

The Aims and Objectives of the European Beer Consumers’ Union are:

EBCU aims to protect and encourage the diversity of beer styles throughout Europe. We support local independent breweries in each country, which try to maintain traditional methods of production and rarer, local, beer styles.

EBCU encourages an appreciation of the beers of other countries and we welcome greater trade in specialist beers across national borders.

EBCU is concerned that concentration in the European brewing industry will reduce consumer choice and threaten local beer styles. The moves to establish European supra-national conglomerates, concentrating on relatively few beer brands, act against the interests of the beer drinker. EBCU supports a firm policy of opposing mergers at a European level.

EBCU believes that drinking beer is part of our countries’ culture. As such, we oppose excessive restrictions on drinkers, whether through unreasonably high taxation, or undue criticism of moderate drinking. There are positive benefits of moderate beer consumption that often go unreported.

EBCU supports progressive beer duty (PBD) under which small brewers pay less excise duty for the first few thousand hectolitres of beer they produce. EBCU would like to see this system extended to those countries where it currently does not operate. PBD helps off set the market power of the major national and regional brewers and acts as a counter-weight to forces encouraging concentration and large-scale production.

The European Commission has recognised that tying arrangements between brewers and retailers have benefits for consumers, in that they encourage a diversity of brewers and a choice of beers. On the other hand, unchecked, such arrangements on a large scale can also restrict competition and lead to a monopolistic case.  

EBCU broadly supports this approach and welcomes the Commission’s proposals to amend legislation on vertical restraints and effectively free those brewers with less than 30% of a national market to tie pubs.

EBCU wishes to see the labelling of ingredients in beer made compulsory so that consumers have adequate information about the beers they drink.

Certain beer styles are being degraded by a move away from traditional means of production. EBCU supports a system of “Appellation Contrôlée” so that beers produced to an acceptable standard may be seen as superior and supported.

So far EBCU has established such descriptions for `gueuze’ and `lambic’ beers. EBCU has established an `Appellation  Contrôlée ‘ for gueuze and lambic the audit for which is being conducted by Leuven University.

EBCU supports the Campaign of the Trappist breweries to oppose the abuse of the protected name `Trappist’. Many abbey style breweries are incorrectly denoted as trappist.  

Activities

EBCU acts as an umbrella lobbying group to put the views of the beer drinker to the European Union. EBCU organises regular receptions in Brussels to which Members of the European Parliament (MEP’s) members of the Commission and the Press are invited. EBCU also briefs MEPs and Commission officials on key issues. 

The national beer festivals of the constituent organisations of EBCU are designated as European Beer Festivals and the opportunity is used to promote the aims of EBCU (see below).

EBCU acts as an information exchange network ensuring that the most up-to-date information can be channelled to all members.

EBCU Membership

EBCU is open to all non-exclusive national organisations of beer lovers, which are independent of all outside influence, represent the beer consumer and can wholeheartedly endorse the following Aims ands Objectives. 

EBCU is formed to take whatever steps it feels necessary, by lobbying, advertising, publishing or whatever, to campaign for the widest possible support for these Aims and Objectives.

EBCU is actively seeking other member organisations from other European states inside and outside the present Community.

All new organisations wishing to join EBCU will be initially accepted as associate members and move on to full membership when they have satisfied membership requirements. In particular that the organisation is truly national and that the organisation publishes a regular newsletter for all its members.

Associate Membership of EBCU

An association may become an associate member of EBCU if

· The association agrees with and accepts the aims and objectives of the EBCU and supports all EBCU decisions previously taken

· The association has, amongst its other aims and objectives the protection of the beer consumer, but that aim is not the main aim of the association.

If the main aim of the association is to protect the beer consumer then the association can be a full member. The difference between a `full member’ and an `associate member’ is that on matters that concern the consumer, `full members’ have the right to decide.

Before an associate member can progress to full membership it must show that (a) it represents beer consumers across the country and (b) it produces a regular newsletter that goes to all its members so that they can actively participate in the campaigns of the organisation. 

The above points set out the principles that all members or potential members of EBCU adhere to.  

It has always been the clear understanding that EBCU will only recognise one single representative organisation from each country, BUT, that does not mean that there cannot be other organisation present within the country who maintain liaison via the recognised body.

