What is EBCU





The European Beer Consumers’ Union (EBCU) is a non-political, non-religious organisation formed to co-ordinate the European activities of the under-noted European national Beer consumer organisations. EBCU is totally independent, as are its constituent parts, of any outside control by brewery or other vested interests.





The founders were:





Belgium: De Objectieve Bierproevers (OBP)


Netherlands: Promotie Traditioneel Bier (PINT)


United Kingdom: Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA)





EBCU is open to all non-exclusive national organisations of beer lovers which are independent of all outside influence, represent the beer consumer and can wholeheartedly endorse the following Aims ands Objectives. EBCU is formed to take whatever steps it feels necessary, by lobbying, advertising, publishing or whatever, to campaign for the widest possible support for these Four Aims and Objectives.





The Aims and Objectives of the European Beer Consumers’ Union are:





1.	Preservation of European Beer Culture





The preservation and maintenance of the European Beer culture, with particular regard to traditional, national, regional and local breweries, and traditional brewing beers.





2.	Promotion of Traditional Beers





The promotion and support of all European breweries producing high quality traditional beer by traditional methods in accordance with established national and regional variations in style.





3.	Support of Traditional Breweries





To campaign against any activities likely to lead to further concentration of control in the European brewing industry.





4.	Representation of Beer Drinkers





To represent the beer drinkers of Europe in the campaign for choice, quality and value for money in beers and brewing.





5.	Associate Membership of EBCU





An association may become an associate member of EBCU if





5.1	the association agrees with and accepts the aims and objectives of the EBCU and supports all EBCU decisions previously taken





5.2	the association has, amongst its other aims and objectives the protection of the beer consumer, but that aim is not the main aim of the association.





If the main aim of the association is to protect the beer consumer then the association can be a full member. The difference between a `full member’ and an `associate member’ is that on matters that concern the consumer, `full members’ have the right to decide.





Before an associate member can progress to full membership it must show that (a) it represents beer consumers across the country and (b) it produces a regular newsletter that goes to all its members so that they can actively participate in the campaigns of the organisation. 








Currently EBCU has 11 national organisations represented and these are:





Country�
Organisation�
�
Belgium�
Objectieve Bierproevers – (OBP)�
�
Denmark�
Danske Ølentusiaster�
�
Estonia�
Estonian Union of Beer Clubs (EUBC)�
�
Finland�
FINNLIBS�
�
France�
Les Amis de la Bière�
�
Norway�
Norske Ølvenners Landsforbund (NORØL)�
�
Poland�
Bractwo Piwne�
�
Sweden�
Svenska Ölfaramjändet�
�
Switzerland�
Association des Buveurs d’Orges (ABO)�
�
The Netherlands�
Promotie Traditioneel Bier (PINT)�
�
United Kingdom�
Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA)�
�



In addition there is interest being shown in the Czech and Slovak Republics, Italy and Austria
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